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the men were compelled to prosecute their tasks as best
they could.
One of the most complex difficulties was in regard to
the bringing up of provisions and stores for the men, and
the requisite material for the railway. The base of supplies
was over 1000 miles away, every ounce of necessities having
to be brought up by water from Seattle or Vancouver.
The little army was cut off entirely from the outside world,
news of which could be gleaned only when a boat called
at Skaguay. The absence of telegraphic communication
was a deficiency which was felt the most sorely. The post,
intermittent and uncertain, as there was no regular service,
was the sole vehicle of communication. Consequently
extreme care had to be observed to preserve a continuous
stream of the material required. The omission of this or
that entailed a delay of anything from ten days upwards.
At one point a lofty granite tooth 70 feet wide and
20 feet thick sheered up in front of the engineer to a
height of 120 feet. He neither attempted to go round nor
through the obstacle. He brought up a squad of expert
drillers, and soon they were engaged in honeycombing
the base of the cliff with deep holes. Charges of explosives
were rammed home, and when detonated the whole crag,
a crumbling mass of rock, rattled down into the ravine.
The pedestal of this cliff was then smoothed off, and
thereon the sleepers and metals were laid.
By dint of prodigious effort, continued without inter-
mission both day and night the whole week through,
without even a respite for'Sundays, the engineer succeeded
in carrying the railway forward for a distance of 40
miles and over the summit of the pass in a single season.
Such an achievement in the face of the abnormal diffi-
culties encountered, in such a short space of time, was
indeed memorable.
Satisfied with this result, the engineer called a halt.
His men were in dire need of rest, and as there was no
object in exposing them unduly to the rigours of the
terrible winter now that the back of the task had been